Dr. G: Medical Examiner Life Interrupted
1. Many people believe that a forensic pathologist sits in the morgue all day.  Which other responsibility does this person have?

2. In 1995, Tracey Joy McBride was abducted.  What did a former military officer claim?

3. One should never rely on a confession.  What can be done to throw out the confession (three things mentioned, just list one)?

4. In order to win capital punishment for Tracey and her family, what did the prosecutors need to prove?

5. What trace evidence was Dr. G looking for that could tie Lewis Jones, Jr. to the murder?  Did she find any?
6. What does it mean if no hard evidence is found?

7. The prosecutor believed that it would be hard to get a conviction against Lewis Jones, Jr.  What were at least two reasons behind that?
8. When the head was examined, Dr. G found a unique fracture.  Why was this a vital piece of evidence?

9. The forensic pathologist removed Tracey’s clothing to perform a rape exam and was surprised to see that the body was well preserved.  Which two factors created this paradox?

10. She searched the genital area for brutality to prove that Tracey was raped.  Which evidence was found?

11. Dr. G then performs a full rape kit to search for Jones’ DNA.  Less than a month later, she receives the results.  What did the results indicate?

12. What was the ultimate mistake that Jones made?  

13. Which sentence did Jones receive for the murder of McBride?  When did this occur?

14. Three days after surgery, Mildred Fery dies.  Dr. G thought it could be related to the surgery.  What two things was she considering that possibly could have occurred to cause her death?

15. What was the cause of her death?

Answers

1. Appear in court at least once a month.

2. He kidnapped then murdered the victim with a tire iron.

3. Suppress the statement, argue they were mentally insane, claim they are desperately seeking attention for the crime.

4. Evidence proving he killed her in an unusually cruel and heinous manner (rape, prove the viciousness of the crime).

5. Dr. G was looking for trace evidence from the apartment or car such as carpet fibers, animal hairs.  She didn't find anything.

6. If no hard evidence is found, it means no conviction.

7. He had a clean record, he had never been in jail, he was a decorated war veteran, and his character was flawless.

8. This fracture had an imprint of the murder weapon consistent with the tire iron.

9. The recent weather (cold) and where the killer left the body (in the shade).

10. Contusions, scratches, abrasions.

11. All results were negative.  There was not a presence of sperm or semen.

12. He left her body in the culvert (remote area).  This preserved the body like a refrigerator does, which keeps the bacteria and insect activity in check.

13. He was sentenced to death and was executed on March 18, 2003.

14. Infection or emboli (blood clots).

15. Fat globules (emboli) in the lungs and brain.
